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Huntziger complained to General Headquarters that the Second
Army cavalry was not being supported on its left, Headquarters
ordered Corap to push the cavalry of the Ninth Army forward to
help Huntziger^ mobile formations in delaying the Germans in the
Ardennes east of the Meuse. Although no French commander yet
realized how little four lightly armed "cavalry" divisions, half of
each horsed and half in thinly armored cars, could do against the
German air-supported armor, the event was to prove that Corap's
idea of keeping his forces together, at least until the main line of
resistance along the Meuse had been occupied by the infantry,
would have been the better policy for the Ninth Army to follow.
On the first day the French High Command, knowing that Eben
Emael had been neutralized and the Dutch airdromes taken, em-
phasized its incorrect estimate of the situation by ordering all three
of its light mechanized divisions to advance north of the Meuse into
the Belgian Plain about twenty miles west of the neutralized
fortress.

On the second day, May 11, the spirits of the Germans rose. Von
Heist's advanced guards, unhaiassed from the air and vigorously
supported by numbers of German dive bombers which constantly
attacked Corap's and Huntziger's cavalry, forced the latter to re-
treat rapidly. By two o'clock what was left of Corap's horsemen
and armored cars had recrossed the Meuse, toward which the in-
fantry of his northern flank was still advancing. By five-thirty
Huntziger's mobile elements were in full retreat, and by midnight
the fast-moving Germans, having advanced about ten miles during
the day, were now about forty-five miles from their frontier and
only about ten from Sedan. That night Corap, seeing from the
prompt defeat of his cavalry by German planes and armor that his
position might soon become difficult, asked for reinforcements. As
in the early morning of May 10, the French High Command was
prompt In the night between May 11 and 12, orders were given
for the nearest available French divisions, one of armor and three of
infantry, to start next day, May 12, for tie neighborhood of Sedan,
and for a second armored division and five more of infantry to start
in the same direction on May 13.

Thus before dawn on May 12, the third day, French General
Headquarters recognized that a formidable German attack, per-
haps the main attack, was coming not north but south of Namur. If